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April  5th,  1956. 


Honorable  Luther  H.  Hodges, 
Governor  of  North  Carolina, 
State  Capitol, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 


Dear  Governor  Hodges 


In  behalf  of  the  North  Carolina  Advisory 
Committee  on  Education,  I  am  pleased  to  trans- 
mit to  you  herewith  the  Committee's  report  of 
April  5th,  1956.  I  am  pleased  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  unanimous  report. 

We  understand  from  the  Act  creating  this 
Committee  that  it  is  a  continuing  Committee.  We 
will,  therefore,  continue  to  study  this  school  prob- 
lem and  make  additional  reports  and  recom- 
mendations as  conditions  require. 

With  warm  personal  regards,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 


c#-C^ 


Thos.  J.  Pearsall,   Chairman 
North  Carolina  Advisory 
Committee  on  Education. 
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The  April  5th  Report  of  the  North  Carolina  Advisory 
Committee  on  Education  to  the  Governor,  the  General 
Assembly,  the  State  Board  of  Education,  and  the 
County  and    Local    School    Boards   of   North   Carolina. 

I.  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

This  Committee  was  created  by  legislative  resolution  (Resolution 
No.  29,  General  Assembly  of  1955)  and  has  only  the  powers  conferred 
by  that  resolution. 

At  the  outset  of  this  report  we  emphasize  the  fact  that  this  Com- 
mittee has  no  power  to  speak  for  any  official  in  North  Carolina.  We  have 
the  power  only  to  advise.  No  one  need  follow  our  advice.  Our  words 
have  no  significance  except  as  they  may  have  merit. 

II.  THE  OBLIGATION  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

It  has  been  our  duty  to  study  the  school  situation  in  North  Carolina. 
That  we  have  done.  It  has  been  our  duty  to  try  to  think  clearly  about 
matters  in  which  emotions  are  involved  to  a  high  degree.  That  we  have 
tried  sincerely  to  do. 

It  is  now  our  duty  to  speak  plainly.  That  we  shall  try  to  do.  We 
shall  try  to  deal  with  facts  as  we  find  them — things  as  they  are  now, 
rather  than  as  we  might  wish  them  to  be  or  as  they  may  be  in  the  distant 
future.  All  our  problems  cannot  be  solved  this  year.  But  some  things 
must  be  faced  and  some  things  must  be  done  this  year. 

III.  THE  APPROACH  TO  OUR  EDUCATIONAL  PROBLEM 

To  deal  with  any  problem  it  is  first  necessary  to  face  it.  Difficulties 
must  be  appraised  honestly  and  frankly.  Our  first  advice  is  that  all  of 
the  people  of  North  Carolina  look  the  educational  problem  as  affected 
by  race  straight  in  its  face.  We  must  appraise  it  for  what  it  is,  without 
wishful  thinking  or  defiant  anger.  There  is  no  simple,  easy,  or  sure  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  of  the  education  of  our  children  under  the  Supreme 
Court's  shift  of  position. 

We  are  in  a  very  dangerous  situation.  It  could  become  a  dreadful 
situation  quickly.  The  steady  and  healthy  progress  which  we  have  been 
making  for  more  than  half  a  century  in  the  betterment  of  our  racial 
relations  has  been  suddenly  stopped.  Now  the  tide  Is  running  the  other 
way.  Racial  tensions  are  mounting  In  North  Carolina  every  day. 

If  this  Committee  can  cause  our  people  to  realize  just  what  they 
face,  then  half  of  our  duty  Is  done. 


IV.  THE  PROBLEM  PRESENTED 

BY  THE  SUPREME  COURT  DECISIONS 

At  the  very  threshold  of  our  tremendous  problem  there  are  some 
Important  conclusions  which  should  be  made  clear.  Two  of  these  con- 
clusions are  of  such  paramount  importance  that  we  state  them  first: 

1.  We  are  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  people  of  North  Car- 
olina will  not  support  mixed  schools.  This  is  to  say  that  we  believe  if 
the  schools  were  integrated  in  this  State,  the  General  Assembly,  repre- 
senting the  people,  would  withhold  support  to  a  degree  that  the  result 
would  certainly  be  the  ruin  and  eventual  abandonment  of  the  public 
schools.  Whether  a  particular  viewpoint  finds  this  conclusion  to  be  good 
or  bad,  pleasant  or  unpleasant,  it  remains  our  conclusion  and  we  state 
it  as  such. 

2.  The  second  threshold  conclusion  of  which  we  are  quite  sure  is 
that  the  saving  of  our  public  schools  requires  action  now.  To  do  nothing 
would,  we  believe,  destroy  our  public  schools.  Those  who  would  insure 
the  preservation  of  the  public  schools  are  those  who  would  act.  The 
United  States  Supreme  Court  has  dealt  our  schools  a  near  fatal  blow 
and  it  now  requires  positive  action  to  save  them. 

There  are  other  things  which  are  important  in  the  approach  to  our 
educational  problem,  things  of  which  we  can  be  sure. 

3.  In  the  past  ninety  years — 1865-1955 — the  Negro  race  has  made 
the  most  amazing  progress  which  has  ever  been  made  in  the  history  of 
man  in  any  comparable  period  of  time. 

4.  That  progress  has  been  helped,  in  fact  has  been  made  possible, 
by  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  the  white  race. 

5.  The  white  race  has  been  almost  wholly  responsible  for  the  crea- 
tion, development  and  support  of  an  educational  system  which  has  been 
and  is  now  educating  the  Negro  children  of  the  State,  all  of  them.  It  was 
Aycock,  Joyner  and  their  followers  who  insisted  in  1900  and  thereafter 
that  the  Negro  children  of  the  State  must  be  educated.  And  it  was  Aycock 
and  his  followers  who  insisted  that  there  be  no  color  line  drawn  between 
money  expenditures  for  education,  insisted  that  the  Negro  children  be 
educated  by  the  use  of  tax  moneys  paid  largely  by  the  whites. 

6.  The  educational  system  of  North  Carolina  has  been  built  on 
the  foundation  stone  of  separation  of  the  races  in  the  schools.  Our  State 
Constitution  required  that.  Every  particle  of  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  education  since    1900  has  rested  squarely  on  the  principle   of 


separation  of  the  races  compelled  by  State  law.  Such  building  on  th^ 
foundation  of  law-compelled  segregation  met  the  approval  of  the  Federal 
Courts  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Our  system  is  a  segregated  system  in  its 
origin  and  in  its  growth.  When  we  speak  today  of  our  school  system  and 
of  the  development  of  that  system  under  Aycock  and  his  followers,  we 
sometimes  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  system  of  which  we  speak  is 
inherently  a  segregated  system.  It  could  not  have  so  developed,  except 
as  a  segregated  system.  That  should  always  be  kept  in  mind.  If  we 
would  "preserve  our  school  system"  we  would  have  to  preserve  a  segre- 
gated system. 

7.  The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have 
destroyed  our  foundation  of  segregation  required  by  law.  The  Supreme 
Court  has  declared  that  the  principle  upon  which  our  system  was  built 
and  upon  which  it  has  rested,  is  no  longer  valid.  So,  we  do  not  have  the 
problem  of  "preserving  our  school  system."  The  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  destroyed  the  school  system  which  we  had  developed — 
a  segregated-by-law  system.  Our  problem  is,  rather,  to  build  a  new  system 
out  of  the  Supreme  Court's  wreckage  of  the  old.  This  fact  governs  our 
whole  approach  to  the  problem.  The  task  which  faces  us  is  how  to  use 
what  we  have  left  of  our  old  educational  system  to  provide  an  education 
for  all  of  the  children  in  North  Carolina. 

8.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  how- 
ever much  we  dislike  it,  is  the  declared  law  and  is  binding  upon  us.  We 
think  that  the  decision  was  erroneous;  that  it  was  a  reversal  of  established 
law  upon  an  unprecedented  base  of  psychology  and  sociology;  that  it 
could  cause  more  harm  within  the  United  States  than  anything  which 
has  happened  in  fifty  years.  But  we  must  in  honesty  recognize  that,  be- 
cause the  Supreme  Court  is  the  court  of  last  resort  in  this  country,  what 
it  has  said  must  stand  until  there  is  a  correcting  constitutional  amendment 
or  until  the  Court  corrects  its  own  error.  We  must  live  and  act  now  under 
the  decision  of  that  Court.  We  should  not  delude  ourselves  about  that. 

Recent  resolutions  of  protest  are  awakening  the  people  of  the  whole 
country  to  a  realization  of  the  shocking  invasion  by  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  of  the  rights  which  have  been  reserved  to  the  States,  to 
Congress,  and  to  the  people  as  a  foundation  stone  of  our  democratic 
republic.  Our  leaders  are  bringing  to  all  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  the  consciousness  that  the  very  existence  of  our  Democracy  is 
threatened  if  the  present  trend  toward  autocratic  central  government 
control  over  the  lives  and  over  all  of  the  affairs  of  the  people  of  the 
several  States  is  not  reversed.  In  fact,  we  recommend  the  adoption  by  our 
General  Assembly  of  a  strong  resolution  of  protest  along  these  lines.  But 
resolutions  do  not  entirely  meet  our  need  right  now.  This  year  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court  are  with  us,  and  if  we  are  to  continue  the 
operation  of  our  public  schools  we  should  take  further  action  now. 


9.  There  is  little  chance  that  a  constitutional  amendment  will  be 
adopted  which  will  change  the  Supreme-Court-made  law  in  the  near 
future.  A  constitutional  change  must  await  a  turn  in  the  thinking  of  the 
majority  of  the  voters  in  the  United  States.  That  change  must  await 
time  for  the  people  all  over  the  United  States  to  realize  that  the  chil- 
dren of  the  two  races  fare  better  in  separate  schools  and  that  it  is  best 
to  leave  the  delicate  subject  of  adjustment  of  racial  relations  to  the  people 
of  the  communities  in  which  the  racial  contacts  occur.  That,  again,  is  a 
matter  of  years.  It  may  or  may  not  occur.  What  we  can  be  sure  of  is  that 
there  will  not  be  an  amendment  of  the  Federal  Constitution  this  year. 
Therefore,  we  must  plan  this  year  under  the  law  as  it  is  now. 

10.  Defiance  of  the  Supreme  Court  would  be  foolhardy.  Defiance 
would  alienate  those  who  may  be  won  to  our  thinking,  that  separateness 
of  the  races  is  natural  and  best.  Defiance  would  forfeit  the  consideration 
we  must  have  from  the  Federal  Judges  if  we  are  to  educate  our  children 
now.  Defiance  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  law 
as  declared  by  that  Court  could  mean  the  closing  of  the  public  schools 
very  quickly.  We  cannot  make  a  single  plan  about  what  we  are  going  to 
do  in  our  schools  this  year  without  giving  paramount  consideration  to 
our  relationship  to  the  Federal  Courts. 

11.  The  Negro  leaders  from  outside  the  State,  and  those  who  are 
now  vocal  within  the  State,  appear  to  be  totally  indifferent  to  the  fact 
that  their  beUigerence,  their  attempt  to  use  the  threat  of  Federal  punish- 
ment to  achieve  complete  integration,  will  prevent  Negro  children  from 
getting  a  public  school  education  in  North  Carolina.  They  appear  to  be 
much  more  interested  in  assailing  the  whites  with  what  they  conceive 
to  be  a  mandate  of  the  Federal  Supreme  Court  than  in  the  education  of 
their  children.  That  attitude  merely  increases  the  educational  burden 
which  the  white  man  has  borne  for  more  than  half  a  century,  namely, 
the  burden  of  educating  the  Negro  children  as  well  as  the  white  children. 
If  the  Negro  children  in  North  Carolina  are  to  continue  receiving  public 
education,  it  will  be  as  the  result  of  the  work  and  effort  of  the  people  of 
the  white  race.  But  that  burden  must  be  borne  and  must  include  a  willing- 
ness to  provide,  at  whatever  cost,  fully  adequate  schools  and  facilities  for 
the  Negro  children  of  our  State.  North  Carolina  is  already  committed 
to  an  aggressive  program  of  urging  and  encouraging  this  provision  of 
adequate  facilities.  That  commitment  must  be  performed.  But  the  bearing 
of  that  burden  is  not  entirely  unselfish.  If  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
is  to  go  forward,  if  the  white  race  in  North  Carolina  is  to  go  forward, 
the  Negro  must  go  forward  also.  The  advancement  of  our  economy  and 
the  preservation  of  our  democracy  depend  in  large  part  upon  the  educa- 
tion, the  understanding,  and  the  morality  of  the  Negro  as  well  as  the 
white.  If  there  prevails  ignorance  in  either  race,  servitude  in  either  race, 
hatred  in  either  race,  our  economy  will  stall,  our  society  will  seethe,  and 
our  democracy  will  degenerate. 


V.  OUR  SCHOOLS  CAN  BE  REBUILT 

We  have  pointed  out  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  destroyed  the 
school  system  which  has  existed  in  North  CaroHna — that  is,  a  segregated- 
by-law  system.  Now,  we  must  rebuild  our  school  system.  There  are  only 
two  forces  which  can  prevent  this.  The  white  people  of  North  Carolina 
can  prevent  rebuilding  of  our  schools  if  they  are  not  courageous  and 
wise  and  self-restrained.  The  Federal  Courts  can  prevent  the  rebuilding 
of  our  schools  if  they  are  not  tolerant  and  patient  and  conscious  of  the 
practicalities  of  the  present  situation. 

As  we  face  the  task  of  rebuilding,  we  are  encouraged  by  the  follow- 
ing facts : 

1.  No  Federal  Court  has  said  that  there  must  be  mixing  of  the 
races — integration.  No  Federal  Court  has  said  that  any  child  of  any  race 
must  be  compelled  to  go  to  school  with  a  child  or  children  of  another 
race.  This  is  of  great  importance.  The  precise  Federal  Court  decision 
was  that  a  law  is  invalid  if  it  says  that  a  child  can  be  excluded  from  a 
school  solely  because  of  race.  But  no  Court  has  said  that  a  child  must  go 
to  a  school  with  children  of  another  race. 

2.  The  Supreme  Court  in  May  1954  said  that  children  have  the 
right  not  to  be  barred  from  any  public  school  by  law  because  of  color. 
In  May  1955  that  same  Court  indicated  recognition  of  the  gravity  of 
the  problem  and  the  necessity  of  giving  effect  to  local  conditions  in  school 
admissions.  To  us  the  Supreme  Court  has  said  just  this,  a  law  barring  a 
child  from  a  public  school  because  of  color  and  nothing  else  is  invalid; 
but  an  administrative  body  may  well  find,  if  it  acts  honestly  and  in  the 
light  of  local  conditions,  that  under  existing  local  conditions  it  may  not 
be  feasible  or  best  for  a  particular  child  to  go  to  a  particular  school  with 
children  of  another  race.  A  color  bar  by  law  is  one  thing,  A  factual  local 
condition  bar,  even  if  color  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  condition,  is  a 
different  thing.  An  understanding  and  tolerant  Court  may  well  recognize 
that  difference. 

3.  The  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Fourth  Circuit  in  a 
recent  North  Carolina  case  from  McDowell  County  said  that  a  child 
could  not  press  his  complaint  in  the  Federal  Courts  for  not  being  admitted 
to  any  particular  school  until  after  he  had  applied  for  admission  to  that 
school,  had  been  denied,  and  had  then  exhausted  his  remedies  in  the  State 
Courts,  provided  by  the  Assignment  Statute  enacted  by  the  1955  General 
Assembly.  This  decision  recognized  that  each  admission  case  must  depend 
upon  the  individual  facts  of  that  case  and  that  those  facts  should  be 
completely  adjudicated  in  the  State  Courts  as  required  by  State  Statute. 

4.  We  believe  that  members  of  each  race  prefer  to  associate  with 
other  members  of  their  race  and  that  they  will  do  so  naturally  unless  they 
are  prodded  and  inflamed  and  controlled  by  outside  pressure. 


We  think  it  is  also  true  that  children  do  best  when  in  school  with 
children  of  their  own  race.  We  think  that  in  the  course  of  time  that  will 
be  plain  to  everyone.  When  the  fires  have  subsided,  when  sanity  returns, 
when  the  NAACP  finds  that  it  cannot  use  the  Federal  Courts  as  a  club 
in  a  fight  with  the  white  people,  and  when  the  North  Carolina  Negro 
finds  that  his  outside  advisors  are  not  his  best  or  most  reliable  friends, 
then  we  can  achieve  the  voluntary  separation  which  our  Governor  and 
other  State  leaders  have  so  wisely  advocated. 

Until  that  time  arrives  we  urge  that  members  of  both  races  act 
and  speak  with  restraint  and  avoid  an  open  break  between  the  races 
which  would  make  it  impossible  to  approach  the  solution  of  our  problem 
in  a  spirit  of  reason  and  cooperation.  An  attitude  of  tolerance  and  co- 
operation is  responsible  for  the  harmonious  relations  which  the  races 
have  enjoyed  in  North  Carolina  for  more  than  fifty  years  and  accounts 
for  the  great  progress  which  the  Negro  race  has  made  in  our  State 
during  that  time.  Given  time,  we  hope  that  same  attitude  can  be  re- 
established and  will  aid  greatly  in  the  solution  of  this,  our  greatest 
problem. 

VI.  WHAT  THE  COMMITTEE  ADVISES 
FOR  THIS  SUMMER  AND  FALL 

At  this  time  the  people  of  North  Carolina  must  think  about  what 
should  be  done  this  Summer  and  this  Fall  to  meet  the  problems  presented 
then.  The  first  thing  which  we  advise  for  each  local  school  unit  is  to 
operate  the  assignment  machinery  provided  by  the  1955  Statute.  We 
advise  that  each  local  school  unit  recognize  honestly  and  in  good  faith 
that  although  there  is  no  legal  barrier  to  the  admission  of  Negro  chil- 
dren and  white  children  to  the  same  school,  nevertheless,  the  children 
of  one  race  should  do  better  in  a  public  school  with  children  of  the 
same  race.  There  should  also  he  recognized  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
legal  compulsion  on  any  one  to  mix  the  races. 

Specifically,  we  recommend  that  all  school  units : 

1.  Recognize  that  there  is  no  law  compelling  the  mixing  of  the  races. 

2.  Recognize  that  since  the  Supreme  Court  decision  there  can  be 
no  valid  law  compelling  the  separation  of  the  races  in  public  schools. 

3.  Declare  that  initial  assignments  to  schools  will  be  made  in  ac- 
cordance with  what  the  assigning  unit  (or  officer)  considers  to  be  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  child  assigned,  including  in  its  consideration,  residence, 
school  attended  during  the  preceding  year,  availability  of  facilities,  and 
all  other  local  conditions  bearing  upon  the  welfare  of  the  child  and  the 
prospective  effectiveness  of  his  school. 
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4.  After  Initial  assignments  are  made,  permit  transfers  only  upon 
application  and  hearing  in  due  course  and  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  1955  assignment  law. 

VII.  INSURING  A  SAFETY  VALVE 

We  think  that  what  we  are  proposing  is  constructive;  that  it  is 
affirmative.  But  it  should  be  noted  again  that  we  are  proposing  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  school  system  on  a  new  foundation — a  foundation  of  no 
racial  segregation  by  law,  but  assignment  according  to  natural  racial 
preference  and  the  administrative  determination  of  what  is  best  for  the 
child.  We  know  that  this  new  program  will  present  many  problems,  many 
difficulties  and  some  controversies,  but  we  think  that  it  can  be  made  to 
succeed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

The  original  Governor's  Special  Advisory  Committee,  composed  of 
eighteen  North  Carolinians  in  its  report  of  December  1954  said:  "The 
schools  of  our  State  are  so  intimately  related  to  the  customs  and  feelings 
of  the  people  of  each  community  that  their  effective  operation  is  im- 
possible except  in  conformity  with  community  attitudes."  The  Committee 
said  that  unanimously.  The  three  Negro  members  of  the  Committee 
said  just  that.  They  signed  the  report.  The  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina unanimously  adopted  a  resolution  which  was  even  stronger  in  its 
terms. 

It  may  well  be  that  before  the  people  of  North  Carolina  will  give 
the  necessary  support  to  an  honest  trial  of  the  assignment  plan  they  will 
need  to  be  assured  of  escape  possibilities  from  intolerable  situations — 
assured  first  that  no  child  will  be  forced  to  attend  a  school  with  the 
children  of  another  race  in  order  to  get  an  education  and  assured,  second, 
that  if  a  public  school  situation  becomes  intolerable  to  a  community,  the 
school  or  schools  In  that  community  may  be  closed.  To  achieve  those 
objectives  there  must  be  some  changes  in  the  North  Carojina  Constitution 
and  some  legislative  enactments  based  thereon. 

We  recommend  that  a  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
North  Carolina  be  called  this  summer  to  consider  submitting  to  the  people 
the  question  of  changes  In  our  State  Constitution. 

We  recommend  that  this  Legislature  cause  to  be  submitted  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  constitutional  amendments,  or  a 
single  amendment  to  achieve  these  desirable  and,  we  think,  necessary 
results : 

1.  Authority  for  the  General  Assembly  to  provide  from  public  funds 
financial  grants  to  be  paid  toward  the  education  of  any  child  assigned 
against  the  wishes  of  his  parents  to  a  school  In  which  the  races  are  mixed 
— such  grants  to  be  available  for  education  only  in  non-sectarian  schools 


and  only  when  such  child  cannot  be  conveniently  assigned  to  a  non-mixed 
public  school. 

2.  Authority  for  any  local  unit  created  pursuant  to  law  and  under 
conditions  to  be  prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly,  to  suspend  by 
majority  vote  the  operation  of  the  public  schools  in  that  unit,  notwith- 
standing present  constitutional  provisions  for  public  schools. 

These  proposed  constitutional  changes  are  recommended  for  con- 
sideration with  the  thought  that  such  changes  will  give  to  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  the  confidence  and  assurance  which  are  necessary  in  order 
to  aid  the  rebuilding  of  our  school  system.  We  do  not  think  that  these 
changes  pose  a  threat  to  public  education  generally  in  the  State.  On  the 
contrary,  we  believe  that  they  will  provide  the  necessary  means  to  assure 
the  support  of  the  white  people  so  badly  needed  to  continue  our  public 
schools.  If  the  white  people  support  a  public  school  system  in  North  Car- 
olina, public  education  will  continue.  If  the  white  people  do  not  support 
a  public  school  system  in  North  Carolina,  there  will  be  no  public  educa- 
tion. To  gain  that  support  we  believe  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  an 
available  escape  from  a  possibly  unacceptable  situation. 

VIII.  CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion  we  express  the  hope  that  our  report  has  not  been  so 
gloomy  as  to  cause  the  discouragement  of  our  people.  We  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  speak  plainly  and  to  face  the  facts  realistically.  But  we  are 
not  discouraged  about  the  prospects.  We  think  that  the  future  is  difficult 
but  that  a  satisfactory  solution  will  be  achieved  and  that  our  State  will 
go  forward.  It  is  true  that  we  face  dark  days.  But  we  have  faced  dark 
days  in  the  past  and  have  emerged  from  our  difficulties. 

As  never  before  in  this  century  we  need  courage,  coolness,  tolerance, 
and  good  will  by  the  members  of  all  races.  We  need  the  very  best  leader- 
ship which  our  generation  can  provide,  unselfish,  farseeing,  statesmanlike 
leadership.  Above  all,  we  need  the  opportunity  to  solve  our  monumental 
problem  with  the  minimum  of  outside,  uninformed  interference,  pressures 
and  compulsion. 

We  do  not  in  any  sense  consider  the  filing  of  this  report  as  terminat- 
ing the  work  of  our  Committee.  We  are  fully  aware  that  what  is  recom- 
mended now  may  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  conditions  which  may 
develop  in  this  fast-moving  and  ever-changing  problem.  We  intend  to 
continue  our  constant  observation  and  study  of  all  developments  and 
will,  as  it  becomes  necessary,  make  further  recommendations  to  deal 
with  it. 

In  the  meantime,  we  have  confidence  in  the  ultimate  awakening  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  the  dangers  inherent  in  constitutional 
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amendments  by  judicial  fiat  and  in  the  attempted  unnatural  adjustment 
of  racial  relations  by  force. 

We  have  confidence  in  the  strength,  the  soundness  and  good  will  of 
the  people  of  North  Carolina. 

We  think  what  we  have  proposed,  if  adopted,  will  preserve  public 
schools  and  help  preserve  the  public  peace  for  what  we  hope  will  be  a 
long  time,  but  we  stand  ready  to  do  more  whenever  it  becomes  necessary. 

Respectfully  submitted  this  the  5th  day  of  April,  1956. 

Thomas  J.  Pearsall,  Chairman 

William  T.  Joyner,  V ice-Chairman 

Lunsford  Crew 

R.  O.  Huffman 

William  Medford 

H.  Cloyd  Philpott 

Edward  F.  Yarborough 
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